THE   EMPIRE   IX   ECLIPSE
The Parisians, with their cruelly happy flak for ;
nickname, christened them 'Marie-Louises', laughed a
their amateur discipline, fed them, and wept to see then
march off, still learning to load or to keep saddles whil<
on the way. But, although they could bungle sucl
things as a military execution, these young cMarie
Louises' held the gate of France not \vithout honoui
and died in ranks impeded by the arms they coulc
scarcely handle. It was a marvel how the Revolutioi
survived in them sufficiently to prolong the resistance
with the Tsar and Prussia still unbeaten, Austria anc
Sweden -waiting for the moment to move, and EnglisI
gold for ever in the background,
ISIey's corps, comprising some 57,000 of these recruit
with a thin stiffening of veterans, was still known as tb
3rd, and formed part of the general concentration ii
Germany. The line occupied extended through a chaii
of fortresses in the south, with Key's head-quarters a
Erfurt, where he arrived on April 25th. There, in vie^
of the fact that he held a position nearest the enemy, h
was reinforced till his numbers stood at 50,000; a no
insignificant vanguard, but one, like the rest of tb
French Corps, wholly deficient in cavalry (for the Em
pire was drained of horses and man-power alike) while
reviewing his ranks, he might have parodied Augereau'
cry: cGive me the men of Eylau, Elchingen, and Fried
land!'
But the difference was not limited to rank and file, o
to the regimental officers. For after Moscow it wa
apparent that Marshal Ney was no longer the same man
His brilliance, at the cost of performing the rear-guar<
epic, was one with the snowT that covered the verve an<
splendour of the Grand Army. Henceforth he wa
tired, -with the tired man's lack of control and indecisio;
overcoming the characteristics of early days.
The plan of operations, embodying a dash throug
Saxony and on to Berlin, then followed by a decisiv
blow at Russia, was quite on the old scale. And o